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The United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS), as 

an integral section within UNISFA, supports the 

implementation of UNISFA’s mandate in Abyei and the 

deployment of the Joint Border Verification and 

Monitoring Mechanism (JBVMM) along the disputed 

border. UNMAS operations reduces the threat of 

landmines and Explosive Remnants of War (ERW), 

enabling freedom of movement for UNISFA, the 

JBVMM, civilians, and providers of humanitarian aid 

within the UNISFA area of responsibility (AOR) as well 

as contributing to the protection of civilians within the 

UNISFA AOR. In January 2015, UNMAS and its 

implementing partners continued field operations and 

responding to priority tasks of UNISFA. 

 UNMAS Route Verification and Clearance Teams 

continued operations on the roads between Noong – 

Shegei, Dalop – El Shamam, Todach – Um Khariet, 

and Noong – Makir, surveying 94km, verifying 

55km, and clearing 34km of explosive hazards. 

* IF YOU SEE AN ITEM OF CONCERN, DO NOT TOUCH IT. CONTACT UNMAS IMMEDIATELY.  
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Highlights  

 94km of routes surveyed, 55km of routes 

verified, and 34km of routes cleared of 

explosive hazards 

 26 communities in Abyei surveyed for explosive 

hazards  

 01 anti-personnel mine destroyed 

 Gok Machar camp extension cleared of 

explosive hazards 

 Mines/ERW awareness  delivered for 5,251 

men, women, boys, and girls 

 UNMAS Multi-Task Teams and Integrated 

Clearance Teams conducted non-technical surveys 

to identify potential explosive hazards in 26 

communities and three zones in Abyei. The teams 

destroyed one anti-personnel mine found near a 

water point in Naam—Noong village.  

 Mine and ERW risk education was delivered by 

UNMAS teams to 5,251 men, women, boys, and 

girls during the non-technical surveys in Abyei. 

During these sessions, community members were 

informed of the dangers of mines and ERW as well 

as “do’s and don’ts” when encountering a 

suspicious item. 

 UNMAS delivered an induction briefing on mines 

and ERW for 19 new UNISFA military observers 

and staff officers during the month. 

Demolition of ERW found in Abyei 
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ERW Sensitization by UNMAS Team for Women in  Abyei 
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 Pending the start of JBVMM Ground Patrols, 

JBVMM Patrol Support Teams (PST) remain 

deployed at the JBVMM Sector Headquarters in 

Kadugli (Sector 2) and in Gok Machar (Sector 1). 

During the month, while on standby for the 

JBVMM Patrols to start, PST members received 

refresher training and operational accreditation on 

patrol skills, battle area clearance, demolition, and 

medical support.   

 The Patrol Support Team in Gok Machar conducted 

battle area clearance of the Gok Machar Camp 

extension, covering an area of 80,000 sqm.  
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* IF YOU SEE AN ITEM OF CONCERN, DO NOT TOUCH IT. CONTACT UNMAS IMMEDIATELY.  
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Joint Border Verification and Monitoring Mechanism (JBVMM) monitoring teams are comprised of five elements:  

National Monitors from Sudan and South Sudan, UNISFA Military Observers; Force Protection and UNMAS. UNMAS 

provides Patrol Support Teams or PSTs for the JBVMM ground patrols. PSTs consist of CASSPIR mine-protected 

vehicles and trained crews with mine/ERW clearance capability. The JBVMM teams will operate within the Safe 

Demilitarized Border Zone from Sector 2 headquarters in Kadugli (operational) and Sector 3 in Buram (planned) in 

Sudan, and Sector 1 headquarters in Gok Machar (operational) and Sector 4 in Malakal (planned) in South Sudan.  

Clearance operations of  the Gok Machar Camp Extension 
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Working in dangerous environments— Mine Action teams carjacked! 

 

Two carjacking incidents involved UNMAS contractors while they were conducting operations in the northern 

part of Abyei during the month.  

 

On 06 January 2015, while conducting operations on the road between Dahlop to El Shamam, four unknown 

armed men stopped a MECHEM team at gun point, stealing one vehicle and abducting a national staff member. 

The national staff member was released unharmed three days later.  

 

On 25 January, a TDI team travelling back to their camp in Diffra was stopped by an unknown armed group. A 

vehicle, equipment, and personal belongings were taken at gunpoint by the group. None of the team were 

seriously harmed. 

 

These two carjackings add to the number of incidents involving mine action teams around the world. Teams have 

equipment and vehicles stolen, have members abducted, or even worse, have members lose their lives. 
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Anti-personnel Mine Found and Destroyed in Naam-Alal Village 
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On 4 January 2015, a UNISFA patrol team informed 

UNMAS that they discovered a crater near Naam-Alal 

that they think was the result of an explosion. UNMAS 

tasked MECHEM, one of its contractors clearing a 

route nearby, to go to the site and investigate.  

 

After examining the site, MECHEM declared that the 

crater could very likely be the result of an anti-tank 

mine explosion. Further investigation of the site 

surrounding the crater led to the discovery of an anti-

personnel landmine. The mine was found on a foot 

path leading to a water hole, in an upside down 

position, with a string attached, and unarmed. This 

discovery led to UNISFA restricting patrols in the 

immediate area to ensure the safety and security of its 

troops. 

 

The Development Initiative or TDI, another UNMAS 

contractor, was tasked to do a non-technical survey of 

the area where the mine was found. A team was 

dispatched and team members interviewed local 

community members. Community members 

interviewed from both the Ngok Dingka and Misseriya 

tribes believe that the landmine was a warning for 

cattle herders not to come and use the water hole. The 

team found no further evidence of other landmines or 

explosive remnants of war in the area. 

  

TDI took the opportunity to deliver mine risk education 

awareness messages to community members. The 

landmine was subsequently destroyed on 17 January 

2015. 

 

 

PPM-2 Anti-Personnel Land Mine found  near the water hole 
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* IF YOU SEE AN ITEM OF CONCERN, DO NOT TOUCH IT. CONTACT UNMAS IMMEDIATELY.  

Mr. Alnuer Kirr, the acting Chief of the Misseriya herders 
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